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Physically Challenged

Cats can adapt well to a handicap, if given the opportunity.

By Andrea Reynes

young girl brought her cat, named “Little Girl,”
Ainto the Rye-Harrison Veterinary Hospital in
New York after the cat’s legs were badly injured
in an accident. She was fearful that the cat would be put
to sleep, but John Pisciotta, DVM, was able to save Little
Girl. Dr. Pisciotta amputated her right front and left rear
legs, and with much hard work the cat learned to adapt.
Little Girl has adapted so well, in fact, that she can now
run around, jump up on the
bed and jump down again
with no assistance at all!
Felines, like people, are
subject to handicaps and limb
disabilities that result from
from injury, disease or birth
defect. The most common
causes for such handicaps
include inflicted or accidental
spinal trauma causing paraly-
sis, limb injury, fracture,
infection and diseases such as A

the cat, even though her leg had been partially amputat-
ed by a lawn mower. Eventually she became too weak to
run, and they captured her, then awaited Dr. Hay's
arrival to make her rounds—and to euthanize the cat.
When Dr. Hay arrived, she found that the cat's wound
was badly infected and full of maggots, and she pre-
pared to perform the euthanization—but recalls that the
cat then looked at her in such a way that she could not
s proceed. Instead, she brought
o £ the cat to her home and gave it
ﬁsuppnrtwe care until her hus-
£ band arrived.
i Dr. Kraus amputated the
er‘st of the leg and treated the
Emjurles He recalls, “Being
wild, she hid from us for two
months. Then one day she
decided that just maybe we
weren't so bad after all. Irene
has become the best cat [ have
ever owned.”

degenerative  myelopathy,
cerebellar hypoplasia and
osteosarcoma. How do cats
fare that have physical handi-
caps; i.e. that are missing a limb or even two limbs?

There are disabilities that cats can adapt well to and
live happy healthy lives, but it's not fair to any animal to
take heroic measures when its life will be full of pain or
when its ability to function will be too severely limited.
Let's take a look at some of the fabulous cats that were
given the opportunity to adapt, and the spirited and
inventive people who helped them.

Karl Kraus, DVM, orthopedic surgeon at Tufts
University School of Veterinary Medicine, says that four-
legged animals can adapt well to the loss of a limb. “Cats
are incredible at adapting; they have excellent agility
and balance.” Kraus knows very well from whence he
speaks: he himself is the owner of an amputee cat named
Irene. Her story follows.

A Close Call for Irene

Dr. Kraus’ wife, Dr. Bonnie Hay, is also a veterinarian, As
an equine surgeon working training farms in New
Jersey, she was brought to the attention of an injured
feral cat. The farm workers had great difficulty catching

Irene lost her rear left leg in a farm machinery accident. With
a little help from her friends, she has adapted so well that
she can now run, jump and even climb trees.

For Irene, missing a leg is
not the least hindrance. She
runs, jumps, climbs trees and
chases chipmunks perfectly
well. “Her only disability,” says Dr. Kraus, “is that she
cannot scratch that side of her chin, which we do for her
gladly.”

Dr. Kraus feels that Irene has contributed to the psy-
chological development of his children. “Besides being a
wonderful part of our family,” says Dr. Kraus, “she has
taught my children an important lesson about disabili-
ties. When they see a human amputee, they either do not
take much notice, or casually make reference to Irene.
You see, animals don’t have the emotional stigma about
amputation that we do. They adapt.”

Kitty-on-Wheels
Three-legged cats generally adapt well without any
orthopedic device. Even two-legged cats can adapt with-
out a device, as long as the functional limbs include one
front and one rear leg. When a cat has paralysis in or has
had amputations of both rear legs, the cat will require
assistance in order to be mobile. In some cases, a
mechanical device such as a cart can be utilized.
Adapting a cat to a cart can be a very difficult task,
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